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Whatever happened to women deacons? Will women be ordained soon?  
A clear presentation of the past, present and future possibilities for ordaining women as deacons,  

considered separately from the notion of the diaconate as a track to the priesthood. 
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Dr. Phyllis Zagano is an internationally known expert on women in ministry, especially on women 
deacons.  Author of 13 books and over 200 articles and reviews, she is senior research associate-in-
residence and adjunct professor of religion at Hofstra University, Hempstead, New York and a 
regular columnist for the National Catholic Reporter.  A graduate of Marymount College, 
Tarrytown, New York, she holds the Ph.D. from the State University of New York at Stony Brook.  
Her newest book is Women & Catholicism: Gender, Communion, and Authority (Palgrave 
Macmillan). Her books Women Deacons: Past, Present, Future (Paulist) and Women in Ministry: 
Emerging Questions on the Diaconate (Paulist) will appear next winter. 


